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1. The Anti-bullying Alliance welcomes the opportunity to respond to the proposals for inspection arrangements for maintained schools and academies from January 2012.
2. The Anti-Bullying Alliance (ABA) was founded by the National Children’s Bureau (NCB) and NSPCC (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children) in 2002.   Hosted by the NCB, ABA is an alliance of almost 100 national and local organisations, from voluntary, statutory and private sectors, united by the aim of reducing bullying, and creating safer environments in which children and young people can live, grow, play and learn. ABA also has a growing network of schools and colleges that have subscribed to the ABA School and College Network. 
3. This response is based on consultation with the ABA Advisory Group and ABA members and through knowledge gained from providing a comprehensive programme of national support for anti-bullying work in local authorities, schools and communities from 2008 - 2011
. 

General comments

4. The ABA supports specific reference in the inspection framework to reporting on each pupil’s safety from bullying and harassment.   We know that bullying remains a significant issue for children and young people in our schools. In a report earlier this year, children identified tackling bullying and having good teachers as the two most important priorities for improving their school life and education
. The Tellus 4 survey reported that almost a third of children had been bullied in school in the last year (with 11% of children reporting bullying on a daily basis)
.  The ABA would like to see specific reference to the types of bullying this includes – such as prejudice related bullying and cyberbullying.
5. The ABA is pleased that the behaviour and safety of pupils in the school will remain a key area in judging the overall quality and effectiveness of the school.  The ABA would like clarification as to whether behaviour and safety will be a limiting judgement on the overall effectiveness of the school.

6. The ABA welcomes the emphasis in the inspection framework on engagement with pupils but would like to see more information on how this will be achieved – particularly to ensure that all pupils are included in this process. 

7. The ABA is concerned that the removal of routine inspection from schools judged outstanding and the reduction in inspections of schools judged good will not ensure the safety of pupils from bullying and harassment in these schools. 

8. The ABA is concerned that the inspection framework does not include monitoring school compliance with the Public Sector Equality Duty (2010). The Equality Duty gives specific weight to anti-bullying work, particularly tackling prejudice related bullying, as it requires public bodies to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, and foster good relations in the course of developing policies and delivering services.  The lack of emphasis within the framework on ensuring schools comply with the public sector equality duty – and indeed the omission of any reference to ensuring equality of pupils does not support current government commitments to tackle prejudice related bullying and harassment in schools.   
Specific comments

A. Pupils’ behaviour and safety

9. The ABA would like to see a specific reference in the inspection not only on how well pupils are protected from bullying, but also that the Head teacher fulfils the legal duty to prevent all forms of bullying among pupils.
. Under the law this includes ensuring that the school has a behaviour policy that includes the prevention of all forms of bullying.  While we are confident that more and more schools do now reference bullying in the school behaviour policy, we know from research into levels of prejudice related bullying
 that homophobic bullying, gender related bullying and the bullying of children with disabilities is still a significant problem in some of our schools. Tackling all forms of bullying requires a long-term holistic approach. Schools need to educate pupils about what bullying is through the wider curriculum, encourage and foster respectful relationships between pupils and train all staff in understanding and responding to bullying. A holistic approach to bullying also includes specific evidence based approaches to the prevention of and response to bullying such as the use of restorative practices and peer support programmes.

10. The ABA would like to see specific reference within the framework for how the views of pupils and parents and carers with regard to bullying will be taken into account by Ofsted. The ABA recommends that schools regularly survey pupils and parents and carers about bullying, and would like to see a consistent method for recording incidents of bullying.  The ABA would also recommend that inspectors are specifically trained in issues relating to bullying, and would strongly suggest that this training is provided by organisations with expertise in this area. 

11. The ABA suggests that Ofsted not only take into account the views of pupils and parents with regard to bullying but also that they consult more widely with the local community (for example with local residents, the police and the local authority) to see if they have concerns about bullying or evidence of bullying and harassment by pupils in the school that has not previously been disclosed.  

A. The effectiveness of leadership and management

12. The ABA would like to see specific reference in the inspection of school leadership and management to how effective the leadership of the school is in meeting their legal duties
 with regard to preventing all forms of bullying. 

A. Risk assessment of outstanding and good schools

13. The ABA are concerned that the risk assessment of outstanding and good schools does not take into account pupils’ views of bullying and behaviour in the school – or encourage regular monitoring of bullying within these schools.  The Tellus 4 survey reported that almost a third of children had been bullied in school in the last year (with 11% of children reporting bullying on a daily basis)
.  Trends in bullying can change quickly – in recent months and years we have seen concerning new trends around the use of technology to bully and harass, an increase in underage use of social networking sites, and concerning new trends around sexual bullying (such as risks associated with the sending of explicit texts and images). We therefore believe that all schools need to be regularly risk assessed with regard to bullying. 

A. Requests to inspect because of concerns about the school

14. 
The ABA believes this should include pupil and parent and carer concerns with regard to bullying and harassment in the school – particularly as bullying can have a detrimental effect on educational achievement.  A large-scale government survey showed that young people who report being bullied had lower Key Stage 4 scores than other young people; were more likely to leave full-time education at the age of 16; and were at increased risk of becoming NEET (not in education, employment or training) on leaving school
.  The ABA would like further information to be published on how pupils and parents can trigger an inspection, with annual data showing the levels of inspections that are triggered because of concerns with bullying and action taken as a result. 

Further recommendations

The ABA would welcome the opportunity to support Ofsted with the development of the inspection process – for example assisting with guidelines and training for inspectors with regard to bullying and harassment. 

For further information on the Anti-bullying Alliance’s response contact:

Sue Steel (ABA National Manager)

NCB

8 Wakley Street

London

EC1V 7QE

Tel: 0207 843 1165

Email: ssteel@ncb.org.uk
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� From 2008 – 2011 the ABA programme of regional support for anti-bullying work in local authorities and schools (funded by the DfE) included full engagement from all local authorities in the regional anti-bullying networks, intensive work with 44 LAs to improve anti-bullying practice in schools and the wider community, the auditing of over 1900 school anti-bullying policies, intensive support to over 300 schools and the delivery of training to thousands of members of staff in primary, secondary and special schools.


� Office of the Children’s Commissioner (2011), Children and Young People’s Views of Education Policy.


� Department for Children, Schools and Families (2010) Tellus 4 National Report. London: DCSF.


� Children Act (CA 2002) and Education and Inspections Act (EIA 2006)


� Stonewall, School Report (2007) showed that 65% of young LGBT young people had experienced bullying in schools. McLaughlin, C., Byers, R. and Peppin-Vaughan, R. (2011) Findings of the comprehensive review of the literature: Responding to bullying among children with special educational needs and/or disabilities shows that children with SEN and or disabilities are at disproportionate risk of bullying in schools. The EVAW, Yougov poll of 16-18 year olds, 2010 reported that 44% girls, 30% boys hear sexual name calling in schools on a daily basis and that 22% boys, 26% girls had never been told be teachers that sexual name calling or sexual touching unacceptable.


� Education and Inspections Act (EIA 2006)


� Department for Children, Schools and Families (2010) Tellus 4 National Report. London: DCSF.


� Department for Children, Schools and Families (2007) Youth Cohort Study and Longitudinal Study of Young People in England. London: DCSF.
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